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Lyda Phillips is a skilled writer, able to turn complex information into readable, accurate, and compelling stories. Ms Phillips also is able to meet tight deadlines, assess relative importance of breaking news, and develop sources.
EDUCATION:

            Vanderbilt University, Masters in Public Policy


Columbia University, MA, Middle East Studies tc "


Columbia University, MA, Middle East Studies " \l 3

Northwestern University, BA, history
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 


Current:
Freelance contractor

             2004-2008
Bureau of National Affairs, Washington, D.C.




Staff reporter, editor, Human Resources division of publications 
Tracked legal and EEO developments weekly for BNA’s Human Resources Report. Wrote Workforce Strategies white papers approximately quarterly. Reporter for Payroll Administrator’s Guide and editor for Bulletin to Management.
Reporter (six-month assignment in 2008) for Accounting Policy and Practice, covering the Financial Accounting Standards Board and other accounting developments at a time of turmoil in world financial markets.






2001-2003
Association of Alternative Newsweeklies, Washington, D.C.


Director of Communications


Media relations and strategic planning and message development for the national trade association of alternative newsweeklies. Managed AAN's annual journalism awards program. Inaugurated and managed the trade association's Web site, increasing Web traffic dramatically every month while on staff.
2000-2001
Greenberg Quinlan Research Inc., Washington, D.C.



Senior Analyst

Designed, fielded, analyzed, and wrote final reports on major longitudinal internal and external global surveys and focus groups for BP (British Petroleum) as it consolidated the workforces of Amoco and Burma Castrol in a turbulent market. Assisted in presentation of these surveys to BP executives in London, New York, and Washington, D.C., as part of the company’s strategic planning and internal/external message development. 
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1995-2000
McNeely Pigott & Fox Public Relations, Nashville, Tenn.



Senior Account Executive
Managed account teams for regional hospitals, legislative campaigns for business and advocacy groups, and general public relations for Region V of Job Corps. Conducted political and corporate client surveys including surveys for public and not-for-profit hospitals in Tennessee, Missouri, Nevada, Florida and Arkansas facing takeover by for-profit chains. In each, case participated as an executive in the political campaigns based on the research, crafting message and strategy, writing advertising copy and press releases. In every case, the hospital succeeded in staying independent. Conducted client seminars in crisis management, message development, media training, and strategic planning. Voted firm’s Best Writer twice in three years.


tc "Senior Account Executive " \l 2
1995
Tennessee Democratic Party, Communications Director

Media relations and strategy for TDP. Created and maintained the party’s first media database.
1994
Bredesen for Governor, Research Coordinator


During year-long Tennessee gubernatorial campaign, worked with campaign’s pollsters Geoff Garin and Peter Hart on surveys, tracking polls, and focus groups and supervised opposition research. Based on polling results and opposition research, participated at a leadership level in crafting message and campaign strategy. Wrote and managed $1 million direct mail campaign. Developed all major policy positions and briefings for candidate and traveled with candidate (who is now Tennessee’s governor) to advise him on both media and policy.
 

1991-93 
Nashville Banner, Reporter
Award-winning business reporter covering organized labor and workplace issues such as workers compensation reform and workplace health 


Award-winning political/legislative reporter 

1984-89 United Press International, Newsperson
Member of the Washington Press Corps, covering national politics and the U.S. Treasury, banking, economic indicators and other economic issues. Newsperson in Hartford and Bridgeport, Conn., and Concord, N.H., bureaus. 

WRITING AWARDS:

1993 Tennessee Press Association and the Tennessee Associated Press Editors for series on legislative spending

1993 Tennessee Trial Lawyers Freedom Award for coverage of workers' compensation insurance reform

1989 Fellow, The Knight Center for Specialized Journalism at the University of Maryland in financial markets

