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 Book Description: 
 

In 1965, the South remained defiantly segregated. Eddie Russell, a star football player, and his timid sister, Lakeesha, are told they will be helping to desegregate an all-white high school. Their father tells them they will be fighting for a righteous cause, but they aren’t buying it—because they have no choice in the matter. 

From the first day of school, the wall of hostility Eddie and Lakeesha face at Forrest High School seems unbreakable, until cheerleader Nancy Martin sees the cruelty and crosses the line to befriend the black students—starting a cycle of violence that threatens to spin out of control. 

Pre-Reading Activity

Engage the class in a discussion about racism. Explain to them the difference between overt and covert racism. Have them write a journal entry about a time when they have witnessed or experienced some form of racism. Then ask students, by a show of hands, to indicate whether their journal entry reflects overt or covert racism. Which type of racism is the toughest to identify?
Discussion Questions:
 

1. What does it mean to be brave? Who is brave in this story? Why? 

2. What do you know about the Civil Rights movement? Why was this an important time in American History? 

3. Why was this school desegregated 10 years after the Supreme Court decision that found segregated schools unconstitutional?

4. Do you think racism is still a part of society? Why? What are some examples?

5. How can you still make a difference? 

 

Projects across the Curriculum:
 

Language Arts:
 

Listen to some of the great speeches of the Civil Rights Movement. Then, write your own speech about a topic that is important to you. What would you like the world to hear?

 

Mathematics/Logical:
 

Create a timeline of the history of the Civil Rights Movement. List at least ten important events in this pivotal time period of America.

 

History:
 

Research other ordinary heroes from the Civil Rights Movement. If you know people who were involved, you might consider taking their Oral History by creating well constructed interview questions. Create pamphlets about these ordinary heroes and what made them get involved.

TEACHING IDEAS

Interdisciplinary Connections

LANGUAGE ARTS–Many famous novelists have dealt with racism in America, including Ralph Ellison and Harper Lee. Have the students collect the names of books about the Civil Rights era and earlier and share the titles and themes with one another. 


VISUAL ARTS-Study photographs from the Civil Rights era.

SOCIAL STUDIES–The ’50s and '60s were very volatile times regarding race relations. Divide the class into two groups and ask them to research one of the following: desegregation of Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas, or the murder of Medgar Evers in Mississippi. Then, ask each group to stage an “on-site” television news report about each event. Include interviews with key figures and people in each community.
The events of the ’50s and 60s caused Congress and the Supreme Court to seriously study racial inequality in the United States. Send the students to the library to research the various civil rights acts that evolved from this period in history. Make a time line that illustrates the development of these various laws. How have the civil rights laws made a difference for women and children in our present society?
What do recent events tell us about racism in America? What are some examples of lingering racism and what are some examples of progress toward equality and justice?  

DRAMA–Several movies have been made about the Civil Rights era, including Mississippi Burning, and Malcolm X. PBS's multi-part series Eyes on the Prize is a comprehensive documentary about the Civil Rights movement. Have students find other films or plays that discuss racism and the Civil Rights movement and share their impressions. 

MUSIC–Ask students to locate songs like “We Shall Overcome” that grew out of the civil rights movement. Some students may enjoy performing some of the songs for the class.

CAREERS–Who were some of the people who brought the nation's attention to the injustices of segregation and racism? Journalists? Politicians? Judges? Lawyers? Any others? Discuss the impact each of these careers had on the Civil Rights movement.

Thematic Connections

FAMILY & RELATIONSHIPS–Many of the children who desegregated Southern schools were simply told by their families they would do this. Have family relationships changed since then. What were the motivations of the parents who sent their children into such difficult situations? Would you do this to your children? If your parents asked you to something this difficult, would you do it? 


TRUST–Rebuilding trust with those who have betrayed or disappointed you often takes time. 

RACISM–Ask students to identify passages in the novel that indicate overt and covert racism. What might students of all races do to prevent acts of racism in their school and community? Have students find incidents in the novel where the adults make excuses for their community’s attitude toward other races.

RESPONSIBILITY–How does responsible behavior sometimes require taking risks? Who takes risks in Mr. Touchdown? What motivates them to take these risks? What are the consequences? Was taking the risk worth it?

Links: 

http://www.voicesofcivilrights.org/

http://www.factmonster.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html

http://www.rethinkingschools.org/archive/17_02/Civi172.shtml
